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This column discusses the suggested best dates to retire for CSRS and FERS employees during 2020 and 2021, 
with an updated discussion for best retirement dates during 2019.. Before presenting these dates, it is important 
to review some retirement rules and issues affecting employees covered by the Civil Service Retirement System 
(CSRS) (including CSRS Offset employees) and employees covered by ...Updated 5/1/2019. There are two 
primary federal retirement systems, the Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS) and the Federal Employees 
Retirement System (FERS).Currently less than 3% of federal civilian non-postal employees are under the CSRS 
plan while 91.49% are in FERS.FYI, I retired last Dec. after 38 years. I had used your software for 5 years and 
had planned exactly where I wanted to be using it. Just wanted to let you know I got my final numbers from 
OPM several weeks ago and they were within $1.00 of your estimate . Not only did the final estimate help me 
plan but the insurance portion with respect to FEGLI clearly helped me decide.Last December, we determined 
that the “best” day to retire in 2011 was December 31, 2011, regardless of whether you are in the CSRS or 
FERS retirement systems. The concept of “best” is related to financial considerations, specifically maximizing 
your lump-sum annual leave payment.


